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Art Unit: 3635 

Claims 2-4 are objected to for the following reasons: 

• Claim 2-4: the "top surface" lacks a positive antecedent 

35 USC 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 10-18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Freiborg et al (6351913) in view of Freiborg et al (3913294). Freiborg discloses a 

ridge cap made from composite material, col. 4, lines 60-68 and that has a generally V- 

shape, figure 3, for use in a roofing system to cover a ridge or hip. The ridge cap 

comprising: 

• A front section 26/28 defined by 

o A front edge 

o Two lower edges 

o A first transition edge 54 

o The two lower edges perpendicular to the front edges and the 

transition edge 
o A textured top surface column 4, lines 61-68 
o The type of textured design has been considered a matter of 

choice; one of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated the 
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type of surface to impart which is commensurate with the overall 
design configuration 

• A back section 30 defined by 

o The transition edge 54 

o Two lower edges and a back edge 

o One or both of the section may have a crushed rock surface and 
hence the back surface may not be textured 

• The composite material is a combination of at least a polymer and a filler. 
See column 4, lines 60-68 

Regarding claims 6-7, 10, 17, 18 and 21: The particular dimensions of the front 
and backs section has been considered a matter of choice which depends on the 
particular dimensions of each roof; One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
appreciated the dimensions of each roof and would have fashion the cap appropiately 

Freiborg et al lacks the back edge having a smaller length than said front edge 
and with said tow back section lower edge tapering form the first transition edge to the 
back edge. Freiborg '294 discloses a ridge cap with front and back sections 28 and 26 
and a transition edge 70. The back edge having a smaller length than said front edge 
and with said tow back section lower edge tapering form the first transition edge to the 
back edge. See figure 3. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Freiborg '609 to include the tapered back section as described above, as recited 
and as shown by Freiborg "294 in order to facilitate layering the caps along the roof 
seem. 
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Freiborg et al '913 discloses a roofing system in including the above and 

1 . at least one course of shingles coupled to said roof form the eaves of the roof to 
the ridges; see figures 1 and 2 

2. a plurality of ridge caps coupled to the ridges of the roof 

Claims 8-9 and 19-20 are objected to as depending upon a rejected claim but 
would be considered allowable if amended to include the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E Jeanette whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6841. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri, 8:30-6:00, every other 
fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Friedman Carl can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




